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SHORTER NOTES 


ASFLENIUM 


—A new fern was recently added 
to the flora of Alabama with the naming of the backeross hybrid X Asplenosorus 

boydstonae Walter (Amer. Fern J. 72:62. 1982.). The type material was collected in 

Hale County. Alabama, in a locality famous for its fertile alloploid population of 
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Fbony Spleenwort. The new hybrid has Scott's Spleenwort and the Ebony Spleen- 

wort as its parents. If the view is held that the Walking Fern belongs in the genus 

Asplenium rather than Camptosorus, the "hybrid genus" xAsplenosorus is taxonom- 

icallv superfluous. The new hybrid then needs to be placed in Asplenium and the 

epithet corrected in conformity with Art. 73.10 of the "International Code of 
Botanical Nomenclature ’: 

Asplenium Xboydstoniae (Walter) Short, comb. nov. 

•Asplenosorus boydstonae K. S. Walter. Amer. Fern J. 72:62. 1982. TYPE: Havana Glen Hale Co 
Alabama. Wagner <& Walter 70011 (MICH not seen). 

John W. Short, 217 Cook St., Auburn. AL 36830. 

ADIAMTM FIRCATUM AND MICROSTAPHYLA FURCATA.— The is¬ 
land of St. Helena, outside the Gulf of Guinea off the west coast of Africa, is not 

-. tamous because it was the residence in exile of Napoleon Bonaparte. It has also 
produced a fern. Afiomet,inh\'hi pjpj, ...u:,l ..._. . . . . 
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. - ’ -wiv luuj. n.'ii wi Munich u iius uccii 

oince the establishment of the genus Microstaphyla in 1851. it has been 

[ , m "° ewer ^ an n ‘ ne genera! The last revisionary treatment of Microstaphyla 

as hs Maxon (j. Washington Acad. Sci. 13:28-31. 1923). who included among 

11 uik ° n ^ ITIS * f n ^ me Adiantum furcatum L. f. In the "Index Filicum." Christensen 
•1905) accepted that epithet as ’ 


h q ,; nnvm ‘ ~ —jureutum (L. t.) Christ. That 

has heen a ^ counts tor citation Microstaphyla furcata (L. f.) Presl, which 

exDlicir lr U t ed ^ a , uthors - including Maxon. who have overlooked Presl’s 

?n in, ! >n ,° ° sm, " ul “ tywema Jacq. as the basionym of his combination, 
in any event, acrentino a r. ... „„ - , . . 

the species 


event, accepting A. fut 


Mirm*tnni,x-i a synonym tor the sole species or 

citation from pi V ^’ C * 1 or 'Si nale d when the younger Linnaeus included a 

utatton from Plukenefs "Mantissa." ~FHiad u corniada,a insula Helenae ." Al- 


thoiK.h Pini-c, i im.mu lotntcuiata insula . 

eously intemreted . P ° ) nom,al mdeed corresponds to M. bifurcata , it was erron- 

p| SuddI 447 l 6 ^° Un ^ er L ' nnae us to be the same as his A. furcatum (Sp. 
ri - ^uppi. 447. 88 ) a nitmi _... _ J . 


PI. Sunni. 447 | uo i v I , t me same as ms A. furcatum op. 

Helenae Thanhs T i, • PUnt re P orted as Cap. Boiuie Spei et insula 

in Reunion neirh Although Thunber g collected in the Cape and Thouin 

Reunion, neither ot them set foot on St u,i™, ...u^ ._ 


endemic. Furthermore ”A fi" fo ° ° n St ’ Helena ’ where Microstaphyla is 
achilleifolium fjLamA r ru ™ tum ,s not an Adiantum at all. but is Asplenium 

the Linnaean enith^t u nu S ^ n " rutae f°^ um (Beig.) Kunze). For this reason, 

the correct name— Luis'oiep * synon - vm of A/ - bifurcata (Jacq.) Presl, 

749, San Jose Costa Rica ° mez Museo Nat ional de Costa Rica, Apartado 




